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Dear Beloved Friends, 
 
He grew up in a small village as the only son of the third 
wife of a polygamist. His father, wanted him to be a farmer 
like himself and like all his other sons.  But his mother had 
wanted to be a nun before marriage and so she argued 
and pushed for her only son to be educated, the first in 

family.  She wanted him to be 
an Orthodox Coptic priest.  Sent 
to the big city for education at a 
young age, he was spoiled by 
city life, failed at school, and 
returned within months to his 
village and a tutor, who only had 
a 4th grade education. What 
could God do with such a 
boy?   What might his future be?  
Could he be used to impact a 
nation of 81 million? 
 
A second story developed in 

another land as an engineer, by education and profession, 
decided to follow God’s leading into the Christian ministry 
but his wife refused.  What was he to do?  His culture told 
him to insist that she follow but he decided to wait until she 
was ready, supportive and felt God’s call.  What could 
God do with such a couple?   
 
A third story finds a couple in a foreign land where they 
are educated, began a family and worked.  It is a land of 
opportunity where many would want to stay.  Life would be 
easier and after 10 years in their new home, wouldn’t it be 
best to stay?  But God’s call and a burden for their own 
people drove them to leave the comfortable to impact a 
city of four million and a nation of over 30 million. 
 
If you could follow these three lives, you would have an 
excellent glimpse into my (Howard’s) wild and crazy, 
exciting, and demanding 14 day trip to Ethiopia, Tanzania 
and Kenya.  You would learn of three couples who 
could do many other things with their lives but who  
are each deeply committed to the Lord Jesus and to 
helping to make every home a godly home in their 
nations.  You would feel the excitement and privilege of 
having meals and doing ministry with them while providing 
some guidance, instruction and encouragement.   
 
The first story is about Masresha G-Mehdin, who later 
married, Meseret, who bore him 5 children.  His mother’s 
prayers were answered as he got serious about school and 

did so well that his father accepted his education.  His 
excelling in academics made the father look good and 
have favor with the local communist government officials.  
Masresha learned that God answers prayers when he 
would walk home 3 hours each way over mountains to and 
from school on weekends. Exhausted he would ask God 
for help or a ride.  He accepted Jesus through exposure to 
evangelical Christians and a book that explained that only 
Jesus could save, not Mary, as the Church taught.  When 
he became a high school biology teacher, students saw 
the love of Christ in him and many came to faith.  Then 
later while leader of a denomination, he was challenged to 
join Campus Crusade for Christ staff.  Personal ministry 
was his strength as he worked with the Jesus Film and 
college students.   
 
Effective people get promoted and he became the National 
Director of Campus Crusade for Christ for Ethiopia.  But 
after 5 years, he and Meseret’s heart for the struggling 
families of Ethiopia could not be held back any longer.  It 
took 9 months to get a replacement but as of June 30, 
2008 they became the FamilyLife Directors for Ethiopia.   
 
My (Howard’s) trip to Africa included a day of meetings to 
get to know and encourage them, impart some key 
FamilyLife ministry philosophy (Movement Makers) and 
make plans for a January 2009 training of leaders.  
Masresha is so well connected both with churches and 
other organizations, that  launching FamilyLife will be like 
striking a match to a dry field of hay!  Meseret is translating 
the first Amharic 
HomeBuilders Couples 
Series studies. Other 
HomeBuilders and event 
manuals will need to be 
translated before the 
launch in January.  
Please pray for them! 
 
Dismas Shekalaghe, the 
second story , was an 
engineer who became the 
Campus Crusade 
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National Director of 
Tanzania, and how he and 
wife, Anne, work hand in 
hand.  I spent a week with 
them as they had a city-
wide outreach to the 
capital city of Dodoma.  
They held a dinner with 
several Minister’s of 
Parliament, a huge launch 
of events with the mayor 
and government officials, 
FamilyLife event, Jesus 
Film showings, as well as medical 
and business trainings to the 
population. One MP announced 
to the entire sitting Parliament 
and nationwide television that this 
was the kind of organization that 
the government and nation of 
Tanzania needed! 
 
The Lord gave us opportunities to 
work with colleagues from 
South Africa and Kenya to 
do several FamilyLife 
seminars and introduce the 
HomeBuilders Couples 
Series to businessmen and 
pastors.   
 
One of the most exciting 
parts of the trip was the 
delivery and use of the first 
Print on Demand (POD) 
units  to Kenya and 
Tanzania .   Swahili is the 
national language of 
Tanzania and Dismas had 
translated the first Swahili 
FamilyLife conference 
manuals & Building Your 
Marriage, the first Swahili 
HomeBuilders Couples 
study.  Swahili is used in 
several African countries! 
 
Loaded with 200 pounds of POD equipment for Tanzania 
and Kenya, I dropped off the Kenya unit and flew on to  
Dar-es-Salaam, the Tanzanian seacoast city.  Colleagues 
helped me unpack and start printing the manuals for the 
week of ministry—just what it was intended to do!  It 
worked perfectly as we worked late into the night. It was 
repacked & traveled for the seven hours travel by truck to 
Dodoma, where printing, cutting and binding continued.   
 

Using local paper, we created 110 Swahili and 
English Marriage Seminar manuals and 70 
Swahili HomeBuilders books as well as 50 
HomeBuilders workshop handouts!  We also 
gave training on the use of the POD that will 
continue to be used by the FamilyLife ministry, 
which is headed by Dismas!  A FamilyLife 
Movement Maker training to train leaders from 
various cities is also planned as part of our 
January 2009 trip.  Please pray for the follow up 
from the Dodoma events and continued 
networking with pastors, and business & political 
leaders in Tanzania.   

The third story is about James and Chao 
Wanje, the FamilyLife Directors in Kenya.  Two 
years ago, God lead them to return to Kenya to 
help build godly homes. But how do you build a 
ministry with only two full-time staff?  You recruit 

volunteers and build a local team!   
 
They plan to use their new POD to produce affordable 
HomeBuilders for launching hundreds of HomeBuilders 
groups in churches, and every slum & sub-division of 
Nairobi’s 4 million population.  They were delighted to 
receive the equipment.  One of the highlights of my trip was 
meeting with their core volunteers to hear their plans and 
see how we can help them raise up local ministry financial 
support and enlist influential city leaders.   

 Above: Home group, including  two 
pastors,  practice HomeBuilders 
—————————————— 
Below:  (left to right) Dodoma 
Evaluation meeting: Godfred 

(Interpreter),  
Howard,  Ignatius Ngaga  
(CCC National Director &  

FamilyLife Director in Malawi),  
James Wanje (Kenya FamilyLife),  

Peter Asimewe (Uganda) and  
Dismas and Anne (Tanzania) 

Ready to travel: 17 countries are  
targeted for initial POD’s when funded. 

Seminar attendees experienced the new  
Swahili “Building Your Marriage” HomeBuilders 
Couples study that was printed with the POD. 

Story 3: James and Chao Wanje lead the  Kenya 
FamilyLife volunteer team & ministry. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meanwhile, Aileen had gone to help James and Jenny 
settle into their new home in Columbia, SC.  Jenny said 
she ran a “sweat shop” in keeping Aileen so busy with 
sewing for the new home!  Of course, there was excellent 
grandmother time too with Luke and Hamilton.  Aileen did 

not accompany me due to year end fiscal restrictions. Too 
bad for me, too good for her!  Ha! 
 
Also, Daniel has been home while we were away as he 
prepares to live in Belfast, Ireland for master’s study at 
Queen’s University.  Please pray for him as he leaves 
September 16 and for success in his studies .  We tease 
him that he just wants to go find an “Irish” wife!   
 
David seems to be progressing in some good choices but 
has much to overcome.  Your prayer are always sought 
and appreciated for him.   
 
We are excited that with the Lord’s blessing, we will have  
another grandchild in a Middle East/North Africa country 
from Sara and Allen in late March or early April.  As you 
can imagine, our ministry travel plans for that time will have 
to work around this “family life” event because Aileen will 
be on duty!  (Ha! some duty!  Fun!) 

�������������	�
�����
�������������
�����������
������������
�����	�����������������	��������������

���������������
����
�����
��������� � �

We recommend that you go see the new release movie,   
“Fireproof”—produced by the makers of “Facing the  

Giants.”  More info at: www.familylife.com. 

Howard participated in the Dodoma dinner for  
Parliamentary leaders and businessmen. 

Every Home a Godly Home..in every nation!  

The Nairobi FamilyLife team have a map with pins showing 
where 8 current HomeBuilders groups are located and where 

next ones will launch.  The team has a vision and a plan! 

 
Great food and  
fellowship over 
meals:  
Left: Our  
Family’s favorite:  
Ethiopian “Njira” 
and “Doro Wat” 
 
Right: Tanzanian 
fruit, tasty fish and  
“Ugali” (dry grits!) 

I am writing this on the plane home from Africa so I hope to 
get this to you quickly!  Thank you for effectively praying 
that this trip would be successful and that the POD  
equipment would work well!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 
James & Chao, Dismas & Anne, and Masresha & Meseret 
are choice servants who love our Lord!  What a privilege it 
was to be with them and hear their hearts and vision for 
families. God has woven skills and experience for “such a 
time as this!”  What only God can do! 
 
Aren’t we all thankful to worship and serve our Sav ior 
who has made our lives the stories of His amazing 
grace and goodness? 


