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Dear Beloved Friends, 
 
Our grandson, Benjamin Roy Hawkins, was born on 
April 5, 2009 by c-section. He and mother are doing 
fine and both Sara and Allen are great parents!  I was 
able to be there for the delivery where he was 9 lbs 4 
oz’s, 21 inches at birth and has grown to almost 10 
lbs!  A big boy for sure!  And so much fun to hold & 

kiss. 
 
Aileen returns 
today from 
“duty” as the 
“domestic help” 
for Sara and 
Allen.  She 
remained there 
to help the new 
parents. I am 
glad Aileen has 

“earned her keep” because sometimes I would call 
and she would say, “Well, I am holding little ‘Ben’ and 
he has just fallen asleep (with such delight in her 
voice!).”  And so my mind has been on the legacy of 
our children and our three grandsons.  We have been 
blessed to have children that want to walk with God 
and raise godly children.  How rich God’s blessings 
are! 

 

 

 

Thoughts from Aileen        
As Howard prepares this letter, I am reveling in the task of caring for Sara,  Allen 
and  Benjamin Roy Hawkins.  What a piece of heavenly bliss on earth!  Being a 
grandparent truly is a reward for all those years of parenting! This has been an 
amazing time to see God work to deliver Ben safely by c-section when Sara’s own 
body did nothing to deliver him naturally. By God’s good hand Sara had probably 
the best obstetrical doctor in all of the middle east, Dr. Kilani and the care of Farah 
Hospital. We were a part of her labor and delivery at every step and included in his 
consultations.  His care and compassion for Sara were remarkable. We trust that 
our responses to him and his staff were a sweetness that God  can use to draw 
these dear people to Him.  This chapter of our family life was masterfully directed by 
our Heavenly Father and our hearts are full of praise.   
        Aileen 

Right: Joyous arrival   
before the birth!   
Below: Ben’s birth a 
week after our arrival 
gave us time to enjoy 
some yummy Middle 
Eastern food!  And 
“Papa O” needed 
some good snuggle 
time with Ben! 



 

But my mind has been on a different legacy too!  On 
our way to the Middle East country to await Ben’s 
birth, we stopped in Zurich to meet with our key 
Western Europe leaders to discuss the ministries of 
Germany, Spain, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, 
Netherlands, and Greece.  The reports are amazing 
and each ministry is in a different stage and the other 
ministries like Italy, Crete, France, & Portugal are 
impacting people too. 

Our partners are impacting denominations & churches 
in Switzerland & Italy , executives throughout 
Germany , leaders and students in London , training 
leaders in Siberia, Russia . While meeting in Zurich, 
we were introduced to an Italian speaking church 
whose small groups were using our Italian 
“HomeBuilders Couples Series” in down-town Zurich!   

In Little Rock this 
past weekend,  
FamilyLife held a 
“Weekend to 
Remember” with 720 
attending.  I 
volunteered to help.  
It was so fun to 
watch couples come 
in with mixed 
“anticipation” of the 
weekend.  Some 
looked like, “What in 
the world did I get 
myself in to?” and 
others had a grin 
from ear to ear saying, “This is just the getaway we 
needed and we can’t wait!”   
 
Then the close was amazing to see the couples 
restating their vows hand in hand and gaze to gaze!   
This year we are seeing more individuals receive 
Christ  than in previous years. So exciting! 
 
And life change is happening around the world!  
Our leaders in Kenya are now on television weekly 
and several of the largest churches are adopting 
FamilyLife as their “family ministry.”  A member of my 
staff and partners recently had multiple events with 
the military of Ecuador!   Our Spanish radio broadcast 
is reaching into villages and cities where our staff 
can’t reach. To reach a global world, it takes a global 
ministry! 

 
Did you know that our materials are now being printed 
and sold in China with the government’s full 
knowledge and approval?  You might want to see the 
website that has been developed:  
www.todayschinesefamily.com (click on English version) 
How many billions could be helped?  Our partners in 
India  now have family ministries and offices in over 
eight cities of India.  
 
God bless you for partnering with us in prayer and 
finances! 
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The Campus Crusade National Director of Switzerland : 
Hans Peter Nuesh and his wife told us how important  

FamilyLife is for reaching Switzerland & Europe for  Christ! 

Enjoying fondue with the Advisory Board in the  
home of our FamilyLife leaders.   

Helge told us of how God is using 
FamilyLife in Germany as they are 
partnering with a Christian Executive 
ministry called “Gespecks Forum” for 
conferences and couples’ groups. 


